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X

B. Banzai -- "Don't give up hope."

Rawhide -- "You remember what Aristotle said about hope?”

B. Banzai -- "'Hope is a dream by one who is awake.'"

Rawhide -- "And Alexander, when he was dying, surrounded
by his companions?"

B. Banzai -- "'I see that my funeral will be a big one."'"

~--100sely excerpted from Rawhide's death
scene in the novel "The Adventures of
Buckaroo Banzai"

Salutations, fellow BBIs!
First, the bad news....

In July of this year, all rights to "The Adventures of Buckaroo Banzai" revert
from Twentieth Century Fox back to the film's original production company,
Sherwood Productions, now Gladden Entertainment. Since Fox will no longer be
connected to "TABB", and Gladden Entertainment (now involved in several new
projects) has no plans to begin production on "Buckaroo Banzai Against the
World Crime League" in the near future, the Banzai Institute's West and East
Coast Offices will close at the end of June. Our final newsletter, World
Watch One (3), will be mailed at that time, along with The Blue Blaze Irreg-
ulars Directory. Correspondence received after June will be replied to,
albiet on a more "irregular” basis, but no new activities will be undertaken
on behalf of the Blue Blaze Irregulars.

Now, the good news....
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With over 5,000 of you out there, we can see that our funeral, too, will
indeed be a big one! You will find these pages packed with contributions
from your fellow BBIs; anecdotes, puzzles, cartoons and drawings, product
information, Bulletin Board entries and lcts of answers to the guestion,
Why is there a watermelon there? Although the BBI offices are closing,
there are many Irregulars out there who want to keep the fun going with
newsletters, fanzines, parties and other activities. We hope that the BBI
Directory will bring you folks together through the mail and help to begin
friendships which will prove as rewarding as those we ourselves have found
through our work for the Institute. We'd like to see this enthusiasm con-
tinue in many forms for a long time to come.

Many of you have expressed interest in forming your own local chapters of
Team Banzai. Do it! Several groups across the country are already involved
in group activities ranging from community service to just plain partying.
You can even create your own Banzai memorabilia (such as patches, station-
ary, rubber stamps, etc.) using the graphics in these pages, as long as you
do not charge money for your creations. Just remember, whatever activity
you undertake in the name of Buckaroo, "don't embarrass us."

We are pleased to include two contributions from W.D. Richter in this issue
of WHI{2). One is his long-awaited revelation of the real reason(s} for the
watermelon's presence in the basement lab of the Banzai Institute. The other
is a STRIKE TEAM ALERT for mobilization on behalf of a project which Richter,
Earl Mac Rauch and Dan Lupovitz are even now developing for ABC-TV. “Heroes
In Trouble" is the spirit of the Banzai universe reincarnated in a different
form. Are you ready for initiation into yet another world from the minds of
W.D.R./E.M.R.? Write on! You'll find the call to action on the next page.

Needless to say, we here at the Institute are saddened at the prospect of
being relieved of the duties we've been performing on your behalf, and in the
name of Team Banzai. However, we find comfort and inspiration for the future
in more of Rawhide's dying words. Our comrade {so it is recorded} asked Reno
to tell the story of Aristippus, a companion of Socrates, who spoke of a
visit to the house of a courtesan. When one of his young companions ex-
pressed an embarrassed reluctance to follow him in, the older man counciled
the youth, "It's not the entering that is troublemaking, but being unable to
come out." We always return to the rzal world from our daydreams. Hope-
fully, we bring back with us ideas for deeds and actions which bring both
worlds together and make them better to be a part of.

We'd 1ike to express our appreciation to all of you who wrote to thank us for
our work here at the Institute. Please don't forget that we still have
another newsletter to compile for you, and keep those contributions coming
in! Continue to bring those irregular Blue Blazes to our attention, and us
to theirs, so all who want to participate in this planet-wide daydream can
have the opportunity to do so. It's not over yet--saddle up!

Denise "Catnip" Tathwell Terry "Silver Fox" Erdmann
Lori "I1LLinois Kate" Oberscheven o ~rsigm Diagnne "Heflywood" Wickes
Fern "Sunshine” Marder E’ﬁu Carol "D.J." Walske

“NOTHING 15 EVER WHAT IT SEEMS.
BUT EVERYTHING IS EXACTLY

WHAT IT IS
BUCKAROD BANZAL

e2n
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W.D. RICHTER CALLS STRIKE TEAM ALERT!

Now it must be told. While everyone was looking ahead to Team Banzai's hair-
raising exploits against the dreaded World Crime League, behind our backs a
new and even more outrageous force of evil was taking root on this fragile
orb. On the Pacific Rim. Incubating in the rich soil of international com-
merce. An organization so malevolent and pervasive and powerful that along-
side its transglobal reach the machinations of Hanoi Xan seem puny indeed!

Who are these people? Dare we even dignify them with such. a noun? Earl Mac
Rauch has been out in the field digging again, hard at work documenting their
villainous schemes, and though I have precious few details 1 can yet reveal,
1 am willing to name names. Hen. The ferret, Pince-nez (a.k.a. Mr. Takagi).
Max Von Seven. Zulu Warrior. Switchblade Waiter. All of them loyal employ-
ees of the most scurrilous multinational conglomerate on the face of this

{or probably any other) planet: The Buell Tool Company. Purveyors of chaos.
One twisted soul commanding it all from his lonely inner sanctum. Doktor
Wanko. High on his perch.

And with Team Banzai off struggling against the World Crime League, just who
stands between us and these mad men and women? Ichiban Ltd. Marshalling its
awesome Destructo Force Special Tactics Unit headed by none other than Richard
"Dick" Ready and Euro Showgirl! Heroes in trouble. We need them. They need
us.

I had intended to talk about about Buckaroo and Perfect Tommy and Reno and the
confusion in Italy last month, but these other matters are far more pressing.

1 felt obligated to break the ice about Dick Ready and the all-volunteer

Ready Rider Rapid Action Force. To make you aware of Boron Boy and Solo Rocker
(they're on our side). And of Woo Pig-and his Deathheads from Buell Tool
(they're not). Have you seen those print ads..."If you smoke, you better try
Buell Blacks"? Don't bite! Instead, try Ichiban 100% Mt. Fuji Oxygen, bottled
at the source. Spread the word. Let it be known you want more. ABC-TV has a
serious hand deep in this business. They care. And I know they'd be fasci-
nated to hear that you do too. HERDES IN TROUBLE. Who are they? When are
they? Ask Brandon Stoddard or Stuart Bloomberg at ABC-TV, 2040 Avenue of the
Stars, Century City, CA 90067,

And remember, we're all in this together because wherever you go, there we are.

--W.D. Richter
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SCAVENGER HUNT

Pocket Books and Marvel Comics tell
us that the novelization and comic
book versions of "TABB" are both
out of print and can no longer be
ordered. We suggest you check used
book stores and dealers' tables at
sf/fantasy/media conventions for
both. If anyone has copies of
these publications and would Tike
to sell/trade them, we will print
your notice in the WWI(3) Bulletin
Board. Please be brief, and con-
fine your notices to "TABB" items.
Thanks !

J HUDDLESTON

THEY’RE BACK FROM THE DEAD
AND READY TO PARTY!

Cards and letters continue to arrive
at the Banzai Institute, expressing
both relief and amazement at the
news of the recovery of Rawhide, Sam
and McIlvaine from injuries suffered
at the hands of the Red Lectroids.
Although in Earl Mac Rauch's novel
"The Adventures of Buckaroc Banzai"
(written in collaboration with our

own Reno) the deaths of our three
companions are confirmed, the Insti-
tute can now reveal the fiction of
this painful but necessary ruse.

When Rawhide and the others were
felled and John Parker confirmed
their wounds to be mortal, Buckaroo
held a hurried conference with New
Jersey, then scrambled the Institute's
medical team and committed the three
seemingly )lifeless bodies to the Cry-
ogenic Lab. After the Lectroid crisis
had been averted, Buckarco and New
Jersey returned their full attention
to the hope of restoring life to our
comrades. Fortunately, further con-
syltation with John Parker revealed
that he had failed pre-med as well as
flight school; Lectroid M.D.s John
Kildare and John Eligius were called
in, and concerted study resulted in
breakthrough research on the physio-
logical differences between human and
Lectroid nervous systems. A treatment
(the details of which must remain con-
fidential) was formulated and applied,
and Rawhide, Sam and McIlvaine were
returned to this world.

Buckaroo and Rawhide then decided to
boldly seize this unique opportunity to
send three men, whom the blackhearted
Hanoi Xan was unaware still existed,
against him. Rawhide led the trio in
an assault on the World Crime League's
east coast stronghold and destroyed it,
taking many Death Dwarves captive. By
the time this mission was successfully
completed, however, the novel by E.M.R.
had gone to press with the misleading
information about our comrades' demise.
We regret the distress we have caused
among the ranks of our friends and
supporters (Rawhide, in particular, was
amazed at the outpouring of public sen-
timent on his behalf) and hope you will
understand that such an opportunity to
strike a blow against the World Crime
League could not be allowed to pass.

O X% >
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IWALID USER—PLEASE STAND BY

Billy Travers and Felicia, who were
to marry last December, were forced
to postpone the wedding when the
computer program holding the guest
list and the vows Reno had written
for them crashed mysteriously only
days before the ceremony. Perfect
Tommy's involvement is suspected....
Although the delay will allow more
time for Billy and Felicia to in-
tegrate their personal computer
systems, they regret the incon-
venience to their gquests.

CON THE ROAD AGAIN....

Silver Fox wants to thank all of
you loyal BBIs who came to the club
meetings at conventions all over
the cocuntry in the past year.
Those of you near Denver got to
talk to Perfect Tommy, who sure
had a good time at Starcon! SF
next will be discussing "TABB"
director W.D. Richter's new writ-
ing feat "Big Trouble in Little

. China™ at these 1986 conventions:

Buckaroo Banzal !
“We will refarn once
we PPN“G'CT our SUPeNUr
weapons [/

STARLOG (4/19-20, Houston, TX)
STARLOG (5/10-11, New York, NY)
MEDIAWESTCON (5/24-25, Lansing, MI)
STARLOG {5/31-6/1, San Francisco, CA)
SPACE TREK (6/28-29, St. Louis, MO)
WESTERCON (7/3-6, San Diego, CA)
CREATION (7/12-13, Boston, MA)}
WORLDCON {Confederation) (8/28-9/1,
Atlanta, GA)

Remember, no matter where you con,
watch for The Fox--the above list
is by no means complete.

CAT TALES
Slowly but surely, the number of

stray cats living on the Banzai
property continues to grow....
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NAME THAT EXTRA!

W. D. Richter's associate Dan
Lupovitz {known as the Rawhide of
Team Richter) has finally revealed
that his participation in "The Ad-
ventures of Buckaroo Banzai" inclu-
ded his feature film debut. Demon-
strating previously unsuspected
versatility as a performer, Dan
first appears as the BBI handing
Buckaroo his guitar as the Boss
takes the stage at Artie's Artery;
he then doubles John Lithgow's feet
during the takeoff of the Father-
ship (Susan Richter contributed her
wedding ring to the jewelry adorning
tord Whorfin's toes). Dan also por-
trayed various Lectroid "extras."
Although refraining from comment on
whether or not he will abandon his
career as an associate producer for
the limelight, Dan has acknowledged
that he has been approached by the
Hong Kong Cavaliers' agent about
appearing in a series of Banzai
Institute instructional films,

ON TOUR, WITH A BULLET....

Last chance to see the famous Yellow
Record at the Smithsonian before it
goes on the road in April of this year,
along with various Red Lectroid arti-
facts recovered from the ruins of Yoyo-
dyne Propulsion Systems. BBIs across
the country will be. admitted to this
exhibit free of charge.

ADVENTURE, EXCITEMENT

For those who have TI-99/4{A) compu-
ters with the "Adventure" cartridge,
the Buckaroc Banzai Adventure Game

is available for $19.95, plus shipping
and handling. For ordering information
write:

TRITON PRODUCTS CO.
P.0. BOX 8123
SAN FRANCISCO, CA 94728

Thanks to Twinkelips 23 for this info.

Another Buckaroo Banzai Adventure Game
is available from Scott Adams Inter-
national for $39.95. According to the
BBI who alerted us, the game is not
hard, but a good background in adven-
ture games and Banzai doesn't hurt
(although it seems they've spelled
Lord Whorfin's name wrong). Check it
out, and tell 'em we told you....

SODA JERK

Buckaroo Banzai and the Hong Kong

Cavaliers have been asked by the Dr.
Pepper Company if they would be inter-
ested in being featured in a series of
commercials for the company's new ad
campaign. Although Buckaroo himself
does not endorse products of any kind,
Perfect Tommy is presently negotiating
a contract and will very probably start
shooting a few spots that could air as
early as May.

SRR D
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PROPULSION SYSTEMS

Our thanks to John
Continuity and John
Jabberwock for the
history of the
Yoyodyne Propulsion
Systems logo

197Cs
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TEAM BANZAL (AND OTHERS') FAVES

Buckarco: "Like a Surgeon,”
Weird Al Yankovic

by

Rawhide: "The Boy With the Thorn
In His Side," by The Smiths
Perfect Tommy: "Dancing With My-

self," by Billy ldol

Reno: "We Don't Need Another Hero,"

by Tina Turner

Pecos: "Don't You (Forget About

Me}," by Simple Minds

New Jersey: "I Wanna Be A Cowboy,"

by Boys Don't Cry
Pinky: "Pretty in Pink," by
Psychadelic Fuyrs

The

Peggy: "Dance Hall Days," by Wang

Chung

Billy: "Switch On, Switch Off,"

by B-movie

Prof. Hikita: "E=mcZ," by B
Audio Dynamite

Sam: “5Sive Gears In Reverse
by Elvis Costello

ig

Casper Lindley: "When the Going
Gets Tough,” by Billy QOcean

Secretary of Defense: "Money
For Nothing," by Dire Straits

John Parker: "People are People,”

by Depeche Mode
John Emdall: "A Girl Called
Johnny," by the Waterboys

John Whorfin: "Everybody Wants To
Rule the World," by Tears for

Fears

John Bigboote: “Body Electric,"

by Rush

Yoyodyne Theme Song: "Don't Come
Around Here No More," by Tom
Petty and the Heartbreakers

W.D. Richter: "Close to the Edit,"

by The Art of Noise

KNIGHT OF THE LESSER SPEEDWAYS

Perfect Tommy and the Jet Car disap-
peared overnight recently, to Bucka-
roo's consternation. They were finally
tracked down at the Rahway Raceway,
where Tommy and the Jet Car had won
five heats and the Best Weird Car Award.
Once the facts emerged, the wins were,
of course, disqualified. P.T. has also
Tost his unquestioned access to the Jet
Car until Sam cools down.

SOUND AND FURY

Clyde Von Drake, the Banzai Institute's
resident sound designer (who has worked
on such films as "Star Quest" and "Moth
Man--The Motion Picture"), has just been
given clearance to record and catalog
all unusual sounds that can be found at
the Institute headquarters in New Jersey.
Pinky Carruthers has volunteered his
collection of novelty records from the
'60s and '60s, an anonymous doner has
offered S$1im Whitman's entire catalog
for preservation, and a strike team is
being assembled for an assault on Per-
fect Tommy's quarters to record his
extensive collection of party noise-
makers. Clyde will accept further sug-
gestions from the rest of Team Banzai
in his Suggestion Can, found in Studio
B. A copy of the complete collection
will be housed in the archives of Ben
Burtt's sound studio at Skywalker Ranch
in Marin County, California.

SAY WHAT?

Reputedly tired of the spate of works

attempting to explain Eastern religions,
Dr. Banzai is hard at work on a blank
book to be entitled "Stop Making Zense."
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GEARED UP

Congratuiations to Mrs. Eunice
Johnson, our beloved archivist, who
has finally completed her intern-
ship. "It's just a title change
for me," she said, admitting that
she's always 1ived at the Institute
and that she met the requirements
for residency some time ago. Al-
though she now has the opportunity
to leave her long-standing assign-
ment as archivist, Mrs, J. says
she's very likely to continue in
the position. Hearing this has
relieved many at Banzai HQ, in-

cluding Buckaroo, who stated she's
"very probably irreplaceable." In his
speech at the inaugural picnic, Reno
said, "If anyone else were to take a
crack at her job, we'd probably have
to peel them off the ceiling after the
first week." Although Mrs. J. claims
the only reason she wanted her title
changed was so she could go on more
tours and operations, an informal
search has begun for a back-up. That
is, if one can be found who can handle
it all....
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BUCKARCO BANZAL DIALOGUE QUIZZES

The following were contributed by
BBI Clyde Von Drake (who we obvious-
1y have not been keeping busy enough
during his internship here at the
Institute) for your amusement. Ask
a friend to supply the substitute
words as indicated and read back

the "new" dialogue. Then come up
with a few quizzes of your own!

BUCKAROQ: Hello, Mr. President. I
know your (part of body) is killing
you, but I have a (adjective) situ-
ation, and I must {verb) frankly....
Something has reared its ugly (part
o4 body} in (a place) and it Tooks
like {a pfanet) is caught in a{n)
(noun).... There are (adjective)
(color) aliens (verb ending with
'ing') freely among us, posing as
(job title, ptural) and {(another
job title, pluraf} of Yoyodyne
{noun) Systems.

SECRETARY OF DEFENSE: 1It's not
Buckaroo (somecne's £ast name) per
se, Mr. President.... It's his
(plural noun). Foreigners, some of
'em, Their (plurafl noun) have been
changed. Their true (pfural noun)
are shrouded in secrecy.... This
{adjective} Car belongs in the (plu-
ral noun) of Defense. The (some-
one's fast name) Institute doesn't
want to {verb) it to us--then we're
gonna have to (vexb) it from them!

BUCKARCO: {number) years ago, my
(rebative's title) and {anothenr nela-
tive's title), Drs. Sandra and Masa-
do (somecne's Lasi name) gave their
(ptural noun) for what was then con-
sidered to be a (adverb) (adjective)
notion--the possibility of contact-
ing alien {pfural noun). However,
not on another {noun), but here,
Maybe right inside this (noun).
(Verb ending with 'ing') on a {(ad-
jective) plane of existance with

our own--perhaps within a{n} (noun).

Who said that?

Identify the speaker of

each of the following 1ines:

30)

“It's all on the yellow record."
"How am 1 supposed to know he's
from outer space?"

"Was she very beautiful?"

"In our eyes, they're not very
pretty."

"I want some music outa you char-
acters!”

"He'1l come. I know his type."
“There they are. Don't you see
them?"

"You'd better believe it.”

"Birds nest--people don't nest."
"Where're your spurs at?"

"No strike teams, Tommy."

"I'11 make sure you get an early
wake-up call."

"All right, who's the wise guy?”
“Slow this sucker down,"

"I know you--you're Pecos."

"Damn, that's strange.”

"What the hell's wrong with him?"
"Don't be mean. We don't have to
be mean...."

"What is it--Apache?"

"I'11 tell you later."

"If it's one thing I hate, it's
being mistaken for somebody else!"
"Don't touch it--it might be a bomb,
man."

"This what you're looking for,
Buckaroo?”

"What, are you serious?
have an opening?"
"Somebody's playing games here;
this is statistically impossible."
",..YOU stick by my side!"

"It's your hand, Buckaroo."

t...it Tooks 1ike the Earth might
be caught in a cross-fire."

“No, of course not., How could she
be?"

", ..you hadn't even said anything
about it, didn't even mention you
were going to do it...."

Do you

You'll find the answers on page 17.
Good luck!

-10-
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"5 TREE IS A TREE...

...and a rock is a rock--shoot it
in Griffith Park!" So a famous
studio head is said to have ex-
claimed when a director asked to
film in a more exotic location.
Griffith Park doubles for New
Jersey in "TABB," which was shot
on locations in the Los Angeles
area and on sound stages 23 and

30 at MGM Studios. More location

sites in¢lude:

*  Yoyodyne Propulsion Systems--
the vacant Firestone plant on
I-5 between L.A. and Anaheim.
If you're heading south (toward
Disneyiand) the plant is on the
left, facing the freeway. A
bizarre combination of medieval
battliements and Egyptian bas-

reliefs, it's very Red Lectroid.

* The Banzaj Institute--a house
in the Santa Monica Mountains.
[t can also be seen in the film
"To Live and Die In L.A."

Artie's Artery--a recording studic
in downtown Los Angeles. Sting's
video "Fortress Around Your Heart"
was Tilmed there. According to L.A.
BBI David “Monkeyboy" Linck (a West
Coast correspondent for MTV), the
Artie's Artery logo was still painted
on the studio wall in July of 1985,
when the video was shot.

Team Banzai march--Sepulveda Dam in
the San Fernando Valley. The dam
area is maintained by the Army Corps
of Engineers and is not open to the
public. However, travelling north-
west on the Ventura Freeway, the
dam js clearly visible on the right
as you leave the San Diego Freeway/
Ventura Freeway interchange at the
foot of Sepulveda Pass. Many film
fans will recognize the dam from

jts role as the gates of New York
Maximum Security Prison in John
Carpenter's film "Escape From New
York."

«MosT Tun By A DaM Stee

-11-
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Created by B8I Pat "Cincinnati” Grant

ACROSS

1} Scooter's relation to Caspar

5) Recruits of Xan have this
nailed to a tree and must
cut it off to prove worthi-
ness

9} Ipitial far the Jast name
of B. Banzai's guardian

10) Lo __, assistant of world
Crime League leader

12) One of the official colors
of Team Banzaj

14} Middle name of "TABB" author

18] John 0'Connor's respanse
when told the Jet Car might
be booby-trapped

1%) Our leader's initials

20} What was the tracking of
the particle beam which the
black Lectroids deactivated
at the end of the movie?

21) Initials of the actor who
played Rawhide

26) The Seminole __

2?) A color of Lectroid

28) Planet

29} "Buckaroo Banzai Across __
Eighth Dimensign”

30) Pronoun which could te used
for Pecos or Big Norse

31) Fort __, W)

33} Cipher which broke the Yoyo-
dyne security code

36) Last name of the leader of
the World Crime League

39) MWu- _; the practise of

putting the pain as far as
possible out of the mind,
concentrating all mental
powers on specific parts

45)
46)

a7

43}
43)

52}
51)

54)

. _. Richter

Perfect Tommy's gun was an
Israelid

Buckaroo Banzai said the red
Lectroids were "Evil, pure
and simple, from the Eighth
Dimension"; this is another
word for "evil"

Mrs. . {initial only)
Robert _ , actor who played
Prof. Hikita

Member of Team Banzai killed
while working on the Jet Car
This was hidden in a bouguet
of flowers and killed Pegay
Banzai

__ Norse, a BBI working as
as an intern at the Institute

DOWN

1)
2)
3)

4
5)

6)
7

(3 down) Place where
Whorfin tertured Buckaroo
Initiais of Sidney Zwibel's
Team name

__ {1 down} Place where
Whorfin tortured Buckarpo
___ Watch One

Big Norse told Buckaroo to
do this at 500 mph
Initiais of the actor who
played Professor Hikita
According to Reno (in the
movie), where is Pecos?
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8)

21)

25}

31
32)
34)

35)
)
40)

Whorfin mistakenly called
Penny this
Sidney mistook Reno and Per-
fect Tommy for this member
of Team Banzai
Initials of the Banzai Insti-
tute gatekeaper
Letters found on the Jet Car
Ticense plate
“The ___ you say!"--B. Banzai
Grovers . NI
The Warld __ League
City where Penny was born
___ Police; law enforcement
from Planet Ten
Member of Team Banzai who
patched through the call
supposedly from the Presi-
dent
Initials of member of Team
Banzai known for his chran-
icalling of Team Banzai's
adventures
Initials of name the asylum .
attendant jokingly calls
Wharfin

Smith, actor who played
Barfect Tommy
Initials of the actress who
played Penny Priddy
City where leader of World
Crime League makes his head-
quarters
Arnother name for a black
Lectroid
What was Buckaroo's answer on
question 27
First name of ieader of the
World Crime League
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TIE ONE ON WITH BUCKARDO

After receiving many requests for
instructions on how to tie a bow
tie, Dr. Banzai has asked Perfect
Tormy, the Institute's seif-
proclaimed fashion expert, to
help out. Tommy {who claims

he never wears the things him-
self) has provided us with

these instructions:

1) Put tie around neck, with
right end about 1% inches longer.
2) Cross long end over short end,
passing it through loop.

3) Take short end, form front
Toop of bow.

4) While holding front loop with
thumb and forefinger, bring long
end over loop. _

5) Do another loop with long end
and pull it through the front
loop between crossed ends.

6) Adjust bow by gently pulling
back and forth on loops and ends.
7) Keep pulling until bow has
desired symmetry.

B) Finished tie should not be
too perfect or it will lock pre-
tied.

Those of you who would like to thank
Gladden Entertainment (originally
Sherwood Productions) for producing
"TABB" may write them at:

a'ﬂ GLADDEN ENTERTAINMENT
— 9454 WILSHIRE BLVD. #309
BEVERLY HILLS, CA 90212

? THANKS FOR THE MEMORIES

You got that, honey?

-13-
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WHY THERE WAS A WATERVELON THERE

One of the hazards of self-directed research lies in becoming obsessed with
investigating the non-sequitors of nature; of growing so intent on ferreting
out the reasons behind unreasonable behavior that one loses sight of one's
original quest. When a resident of the Institute finds this happening, he or
she often seeks out Buckaroo, who gently reminds the seeker that not all mys-
teries can be {or were even meant to be) solved.

Sometimes, however, burning curiousity will not be deterred, and the mind will
not rest until an answer has been pinned down. So it has proven with the gques-
tion, "Why is there a watermelon there?" New Jersey never meant to create
such intense interest with his innocent remark, and despite comments by some
(no doubt permanently scarred by the Watergate era), Reno certainly intended
no coverup. BBIs across the nation have contributed their speculations and
demanded satisfaction. Here, then, is THE LAST WCRD!

#1 It's in a mechanical press in ...background research regarding the
order to test the tensile possibilities and implications con-
strength of the watermelon's nected with the realignment or re~
skin location of seeds within the meat of
a) to find the maximum size the watermelon, and the impact this

that a watermelon can rearrangement would have upon the
grow to agricultural industry, consumers, and
b} to find the maximum society at large, as well as on the
height that a water- flavor, configuration and so on of
melon can be dropped from the melon itself. (For example, per-
without squishing haps the DNA held within the seeds
Okay.... could be manipulated so that they are

#2 Team Banzai is using the press grouped all together in the center,
to see how much a watermelon much 1ike a canteloup or honeydew
can be compressed. If suc- melon, or perhaps realigned so that
cessful, the result would bhe they form next to the rind only.)
the POCKET WATERMELON, a de- Dr. Banzai, of course, had started
Ticious snack for those con- this research (as amusement more than
stantly on the move, like anything else) but, as we know, became
Buckaroc and friends. caught up in matters of a far more

--Team Enigma urgent nature.
--Susan "Research" Lichter

My guess would be that il was to Valencia, CA

be used in a test of containers or

packaging material, with the con- The watermelon is part of Perfect

tainer to be tested to hold the Tommy's experiment.

watermelon in place of more valu- Buckaroo Banzai, looking for aquatic

able or dangerous material (e.qg. 1ife resembling the speciman he brought

a human head or explosives). back from the Eighth Dimension, needed

Boubtless it was left in the press an underwater testing station.

amid the confusion that must have Perfect Tommy had been working on a

existed while the Lectroids were new surface material. This material

in the Institute. is a new type of plastic, somewhat
--James Jones pliable, with a special feature. Like

Norman, OK dolphin's skin, the plastic would re-

-14-
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lease carbon dioxide, yet allow
oxygen to penetrate the surface.
This would relieve the vessel
from cumbersome oxygen tanks,
leaving more room for scientific
equipment. This new plastic is
egual in thickness to watermelon
rinds.

Since a sphere requires the
least amount of energy to retain
its shape, this pliable plastic
would easily remain circular.
Yet, a total sphere is too small
to contain a full research team.
So the sphere must be elongated
like a watermeion.

The meion was there because
Tommy was testing the pressure
points for this new sub.

--Nicole August "Ratty"
Cevicelow
Copiey, PA

The true reason for the seeming-
1y mysterious presence of a water-
meion (the green and white striped
kind, incidentally} in the Banzai
Institute lab is obvious to any
true student of music. Before
being sidetracked by Lectroids
from Planet 10, B. Banzai and the
Hong Kong Cavaliers were working
on a new album. This was to be
composed of old standards, a rad-
ical departure from their usual
brand of hard-rocking bar blues
(hence the secrecy--can you ima-
gine the impact of, say, announ-
cing to the music press that
Madonna had gone born-again
evangelical? You begin to ap-
preciate the veil of mystery).
This album was to include an all-
new rendition of the classic
"Just Plant a Watermelon Right
On My Grave {and Let the Juice
S1ip Through)}". (If you haven't
heard it, ask anyone who's ever
been to summer camp--they'll
know it.) The tuber (are water-
melons tubers?) in the lab was
to be featured in a music video
for this big hit.

Since the project has been temporarily
shelved, I cannot reveal further details
of this video, except to mention that it
stars Buckarco, Perfect Tommy, the afore-
mentioned watermelon, me and my roommate.

--Miriam Reumann
Baltimore, MD

Professor Hikita is working on a pro-
ject concerning the sensitivity of var-
ious members of the plant kingdom. The
watermelon had already passed the sen-
sativity test, moving slightly and emit-
ting an embarrassed giggle when strapped
down and tickled with a feather. At the
time of the movie, it was undergoing the
stress endurance test. If one looks
closely, one can detect a faint sheen
of sweat on the watermelon's skin,

--Ruger

Reno built a very large hydraulic
nutcracker. While still in its exper-
imental stage, some prankster at the
Institute jammed a watermelon in it.
It is now waiting to be repaired....

--Steve "Clyde" Lee
Los Angeles, CA

Was the watermelon a fuel source?
--Margaret "Mad Hatter"
Hatanaka
Upland, CA

The entire Banzai Institute is pow-
ered on a rare gas which is only found
in certain types of melons; different
melons provide different types of power.
In spring and fall a honeydew provides
power for heating and electricity; in
summer a watermelon provides power for
electricity and air conditioning. The
melon is hooked up to a pipe which
sucks the gas from the melon into the
heating/air conditioning vents and
electricity wires and passes it through-
out the Institute.

Perfect Tommy stumbled across this
method while travelling acrpss the de-
sert in Egypt: he carved a lamp of a
half-eaten melon and it burned for
seven days and seven nights.

--Rachel Tubman
Philadelphia, PA

-15-
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The answer tc the watermelon is
obvious. Some of the jokesters at

the Institute were trying to develop

a watermelon with a hardened shell.
They were planning to sneak it into
the famous David Letterman skit,
wherein David drops objects from
the top of a tall building. They
were planning to throw a monkey
wrench into the skit and befuddie
everyone when the watermelon
would not break upon impact. Un-
fortunately, the melon proved too
heavy to be easily snuck into the
box of props. Now it is just sit-
ting around, collecting dust.

--Konrad "Bebop”

Yarbrough
Stillwater, OK

1t failed to maintain its balance
while perched on top of the compu-
ter console. Its place has since
been given over to a horde of smug
grapefruit (score: citrus - 1,
melons - 0).

--"The Dots"
0slo, Norway

It's Rawhide's project..:.he's
trying to develop {with the aid of
a hydraulic press) a square water-
melon. It will be much easier to
store, but more importantly, it
won't roll off store shelves in
earthquake-prone areas.

--"The California Kid"
Los Angeles, CA

...a genetically mutated olive.
--Rich “"Special Delivery"
Drees
Mountaintop, PA

Good postulations all, but none on
the mark. We are pleased, there-
fore, to close with the actual ex-
planation from the filmmaker him-
self....

1 can onfy imagine Buckaroo Lry-
ing to ghapple with this question.
When cornered (as 1 feel now), the

great man often quotes H.L. Mencken's
nasty remark about how every complex
question always has a sSimple answer. ..
that is wsually wrong. Buf 4t is high
time poon New Jersey's honest inguiry
be answered. Let me nephurase the ques-
tion finst one way, then anothen.

"Why (b a watermelon thapped bedween
these menstrous pressure platfes deep
within the Tnstitute's Critical Sthess
Laboratory?" Team Banzai botanical
aghonomists have been 4oa yearns hand
at work cn the probfem of hungern in
Third Wonld countries under constant
nevolutionany twwmoil. A non-political,
humanitarnian effort, thein goal has been
to §ind ways to feed starnving peoples in
remote areas where traditional food de-
Livery systems prove woefully inadequate.
Often the onby way to get the nowiishment
Ainto the bellies of the needy 45 to hil
and nun, aveicing ablf petty Adeclogicak
side-taking. What you see 4in the Chili-
cal Stress Lab 45 a nevoluticnarny water-
mefon capable of withstanding Lmpact
pressunes of 300,000 pounds per square
fnch! Sweet, fudicy and vitamin-packed,
this nemarkable fruit ean be dropped
from the bomb bays ¢f Low-§Lying air-
cnaft into the backyards of disengran-
chised vitlagens in the nemotest back-
waters on this anghy planet. Just
another Team Banzal effornt to cul
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through all ithe unnecessany crap
around us and help people help them-
selves. Look for high-impact, fLow-
chofestenol eggs nexft...and soonet
than gou think, shatter-proog whole-
wheat faco shells.

Rephaasing Number Two: "Why A8
there a watermefon An the movie at
that panticularnly tense moment?
Doesn't it clutten the naurative
fLow?"  Absolutely it does, 4in
answen to parnt two of your question.
But isn't Life full of things that
get in the way? Those of us making
the movie that day feft undern pasr-
tuculanly Aevere pressune from
fonces who would. rathen we'd all
just stayed in bed, Not much of
what we were doding didn't elutien
the movie. With a mountain Aush-
ing up in our faces, was there
any point in putiing on the
brakes? Would Buckaroo put on
the brakes? Would a watenmefon
in the midst cf a chase sequence 1
not be, An its own onganic wdy, ?
embfematic of our entire mis- ”
understood enfenprise? At once i
totally Logicak and perfectly :
iumational? Exactly. We knew
£t would congound and upset
centain authonitarian types.

So we did it. And it wonked.
--W.D. Richter

BUCKARDD BANZAT DIALOGUE QUIZ
ANSWERS

1) Rawhide 2) Pinky 3) Penny
4) Buckaroo 5) Artie Duncan 6)
Lizardo/Whorfin 7) Buckarco 8)
John Parker 9) Perfect Tommy 10)
Reno 11) Rawhide 12) hospital
orderiy 13} Sam 14} Secretary
of Defense 15) New Jersey 16}
Buckaroo 17) Perfect Tommy

18) Buckaroo 19) Rawhide 20)
Reno 21) Lizardo/Whorfin 22)
Pinky 23) Scooter Lindley 24)
New Jersey 25) Billy 26) Liz-
ardo/Whorfin 27) Professor
Hikita 28) Buckaroo 29) Mrs.
Johnson 30) New Jersey

STAR-STRUCK

The recent documentary/dramatization
"TABB" generated a vast amount of fan
mail to the actors who played our
heroes, rather than to the team mem-
bers themselves. As a result, several
Team Banzai residents have toyed with
the idea of launching their own movie
careers. Most recently, Pinky Carru-
thers auditioned for "Pretty in Pink."”
Sad to say, he came close but lost the
part to a more seasoned actor. We're
hoping Rawhide has more luck in the
upcoming production of "The Saddlemen."

o)
KEsTRING

-

HIT AND RN

Scooter Lindley celebrated his comple-

tion, with honors, of the Marksmanship
and Handgun Safety Course by shooting
everything in sight--his weapons being
two pistols loaded with very watery
ketchup. Reno, finding that Scocter's
ammo clashed with his jacket, was not
amused, and is censidering nullifying
Scooter's final scores.
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SPACE SHUTTLE CHAL!ENGER—ADDRESSES

* Cards and letters of condolence
for families of the Challenger crew
should be sent toc NASA, Administra-
tor's Office, Washington DC 20546.

* Donations for the eleven children
of the crew members should be sent
to the Space Shuttle Children's |
Fund, American Security Bank, Box !
0150, Washington DC 20055. |
* Donations for a fund for a new ik
shuttle (suggested by brother and ﬁ

sister Missy and John McPhillips
of Gillette, WY) should go to NASA, "

Attn. BF, Washington DC 20546.

* Donations to the U.S. Space |
Foundation's fund for a new shuttle !
should go to Space Shuttle Fund, ‘
P.0. Box 51-L, Colorado Springs,

€O 80901.

* % *
Abmighty Ruler cof the atl
Whose power extends fo great and small,
Who guides the stans with steadfast Law,
Whose Least creation §ALLs with awe; F

Oh, grant Thy mercy and Thy grace

To those who venture indo space. :
-~Robent A. Heinfein =

"The Past Through Tomorrow" :

* k K
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"SINCE 1 DON‘T HAVE YOU”

{Due to many requests for more in-
formation about "the Tove theme

from Buckaroo Banzai," Silver Fox
has researched the song's history
and provided us with this report.)

Joe Rock, a teenager in Pittsburgh,
PA wanted to be a studio back-up
singer. Attempts at this led to
his becoming a local record promo-
ter, A friend told him about a
group called The Crescents, made up
of a 13-year-0ld, a 14-year-old and
two 15-year-old singers. After ad-
ding another 14-year-old named
Jimmy Beaumont, they recorded the
first song Joe wrote, "Be Mine."
With this recording The Crescents
became the #1 a capella group in
Pittsburgh, after being played on

a local radio station request show.
The request operators, six girls
known as The Saturday Secretaries,
started The Crescents' Fan Club,
which soon numbered 2000 members.

Joe sent a demo tape to ABC Records
and was offered a contract. The
group waited too long to sign, so
the label withdrew the offer--but
not before the group had begun a
rumor that they were recording on
ABC. Soon several members quits;
with replacements, The Crescents
were Janet Vogal, Jackie Taylor,
Joe Ver Scharen and Wally Lester,
with Jimmy Beaumont singing Tead
and Joe Rock as manager.

Joe's girlfriend broke his heart

by moving to an Oklahoma stewardess
school. One night, while driving
to rehearsal and thinking of her,
Joe wrote a song. At each traffic
light he jotted down words, then
gave the sheet of paper to Jimmy
for comments. The next night Jimmy
came with a melody and the group
started singing the song. Someone
had come in with a recarder and the
first version of "Since I Don't
Have You" was completed. Thinking

-19-

the tape had stopped running, Janet
ad-1ibbed the beautiful counterpoint
notes of the ending.

Joe Rock sent tapes tc thirteen record
companies; all thirteen sent back re-
jection Tetters. One letter stated
that the song was too negative and
should be changed to "Since I Have You.
Another letter commented, "A song with
thirteen 'you's at the end will never
sell."

When a new label, Calico, formed in
Pittsburgh, Joe set up an audition.

On the way, the group had a head-on
collision in their 1952 Dodge, but no-
one was hurt. They signed with Calico
after singing "Since I Don't Have You"
and "One Night, One Night."

"Since I Don't Have You" was recorded
on December 3, 1958, at Capitol Studios
in New York City. The record was re-
leased the day after Christmas and at
10:20 AM was heard for the first time
on Art Pallan's KDKA show. Since the
name The Crescents had been used in

the falsely rumored ABC signing, Joe
chose the new name The Skyliners for
the recording group. The record stayed
at #1 in Pittsburgh for seven weeks.
Dick Clark invited The Skyliners to
perform on American Bandstand on Friday
the 13th of February, 1959. The very
next Monday. they received orders for
over 100,000 copies of the song.

“Since I Don't Have You" is registered
as written by "Beaumont-Vogal-Ver
Scharen-Taylor-Lester;" Joe Rock's name
is not included. 'The song, featured in
several movies (including "American
Graffitti"), is currently available on
recordings by The Skyliners, Art Gar-
funkel, Gus Hardin, Don McLean {prob-
ably the cover truest to the original)},
Dorothy Moore, Patti LaBelle and Barbra
Streisand--and, of course, by Buckaroo
Banzai, who never did finish singing it
for us.

l.
e o o e o s e e B ]
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SYNCHRONICITY ITI--BBIS 1

Los Angeles BBIs made their presence
known to English rocker Sting at the
first concert of his five-night
stand at the Greek Theatre, 8/15/85.
During the second encore set, a
brightly-colered piece of cloth
flew gracefully through the air and
landed on stage; at the conclusion
of "Every Breath You Take," Sting
retrieved the gift and thanked his
fans nicely for--a Team Banzai
headband! Unfortunately, this
stranger to our shores slightly
misunderstood its purpose, as he
tried to tie a four-in-hand knot

in his "new tie." The present re-
mained around Sting's neck for part
of "I Need Your Love So Bad" by
Willie John {no relation to John
Littlejohn). The singer then began
a demure, yet effective, strip-
tease that featured the mispliaced
headband, which was then flung in-
to the air as a finale. Alert
roadies quickly wrestled the head-
band to the ground, and one was
later seen carefully bearing it
backstage to the blond pop star.
Who invited Sting into the BBIs?
Speculation at first included

actor Clancy Brown, Sting's co-
star in “The Bride" and Rawhide’s
counterpart in "TABB," until two
New York BBIs {visiting in L.A.)
finally 'fessed up. 5ting plans

to continue using his stage name

as his BBI tag.

COMPLAINT
FORM

I

1

{

i
FLEASE WRITE YOUR '
COMPLAINT IN 40X BELOW |
)

i

1

WHITE LEGIBLY
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! Team

BULLETIN BOARD

(NOTE: ALL ENTRIES SUBJECT TO
EDITORIAL APPROVAL--RENC)

JOHN HOWLING MOUSE--Reno caught me
trying to toast a Twinkie with a

bunson burner in the lab yesterday;

I think my cover's blown. What
should I do?--John Jabberwock

ATTENTION--There will be no more
grapefruit allowed near the com-
puter terminals. One keyboard
was almost ruined from juice
squirting on it, not to mention
the floppy discs with seeds
stuck to them, Please leave
your finger foods at the door
with your shoes from now on--
Biliy T.

I WANT TO MAKE A BILLBQARD of all
the BBIs; if you would like to
help, please send a picture of
yourself and any other BBIs that
you know to Panama "Pam",

4947 Chimineas, Tarzana, CA
91356. Penpals also welcome!

BBI Directors--Thanks for the
tickets to the Roscoe and the
Phonics concert--sorry we
missed it. Would you like
tickets to an old movie called
"Blue Harvest"? Let us know--
Marin Corps

NEW JERSEY BBIs--Photon team
"Team Banzai" has league prac-
tice every Wednesday in Kenil-
worth, NJ--Rt. 22; Parkway Exit
138; stay left; second light,

Banrzal
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turn right; Rt. 22, turn right; Photon
js on the right, next to Seamans' furn-
jture. Play Photon with us! We enjoy
teaching people who wish to learn the
game. We wear Buckaroo Banzai head-
bands. Ask for Phantom or Nova--then
have fun!--Photon Team Banzai

RAMBA--Tell Sydney she still owes me
two bucks for the hamburger she fed
Arcadiac...not to mention $42 for the
radiation medication--Clyde

ATTENTION--There will be a party
peolside at midnight for all Institute
staff first-named "John." Bring your
lectroid masks! Eveready and Duracell
on tap all night.

TO ANY AND ALL BBIs--1 have been stuck
with two mint condition copies of
Marvel Comics' "Buckaroo Banzai" #1,
and I would be more than happy to

trade one of them for a mint condition
copy of #2. Anyone interested? Please
write Clyde, c/o Steve Lee, P.0. Box
66273, Los Angeles, CA 90066.

BBIs ATTENDING WORLDCON! The Mid-Miami
Squad will be hosting a BBI Headquarters
at Confederation in Atlanta. For in-
formation about registration as a BBI,
perhaps a crash pad at Worldcon, and
other BBI events 8/28-9/1, write quickly
to the Blue Blaze Irregulars Mid-Miami
Squad, P.0. Box 144892, Coral Gables,

FL 33114,

ATTENTION--Several BBIs are considering
publishing a newsletter to fill the
void that will be left by the passing
of World Watch One. Our intent is to
continue the same type of reliable in-
formation you've come to expect, keep-
ing the lines of communication open for
the BBI network. Consider this an in-
quiry--DO NOT SEND ANY MONEY--simply
your name, address, phone number (op-
tional) and any submissions for the
first issue. A SASE is requested; it's
essential for the return of your sub-
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mission. We will hopefully begin
production in time to pick up
where WWI leaves off. We dare

not wait, lest the forces of evil
strike when cur guard is down.
Contact Sharkey, c/o Jim Van Over,
1118 Dakmont Dr. #2, San Jose,

CA 95117.

MIDNIGHT RIDERS--Horses are to be
returned to the stables before
1:00 AM.  They must be well
rested before the 5:00 AM Surviv-
al Class--Rawhide

NORTHERN CALIFORNIA BANZODIDS
ALERT--There will be a dutch-
treat happening every second
Thursday at 6:30 PM at Laval's
Pizza in Berkeley {(on Durrant,
near Telegraph, next to Leapold's
records). Come prepared to enthu-
sjastically discuss anything re-
motely relating to "Buckaroo
Banzai," as well as the philoso-
phy of goldfish. Bring any para-
phenalia you might have dreamed
up. Park anywhere nearby. Con-
tact Trish “Trigh" Henry, 3701
Merridan Dr., Concord, CA 94518,
(415) 689-7073.

ATTENTION--Any member of Team
Banzai who knows who took the
photograph of the Wizard of Speed
and Time windsurfing at Omnicon
VII, please contact me at P.0.
Box 144892, Coral Gables, FL
33114-4892. 1 promise I won't
tell Mike! I just want to see
it!!)--Ms, Atlas

FOUND--One copy of "Future His-
tory"” by B. Banzai and T. Hikita
--The Crusader

CELERY, PANDORA, NONOT--Damn you
and the horse you ran into--
Lady Info

"THE PENNY PARADOX"--a Buckarco
Banzai fanzine--is now available
from A Penny For Your Thoughts

_p2-

Press, 125 Fannin, Corpus Christi, TX
78415, $10.00 post paid. Please make
checks payable to Leni Sommer--Curly

TEAM MISFIT FANS--Those of you who en-
joyed "Misfits of Science" (NBC-TV's
answer to "TABB")} should write NBC-TV
President Brandon Tartikoff and tell
him so. Though occasionally crude and
silly, "Misfits" was also funny, off-
beat, irreverant and obviously heavily
influenced by "TABB." In the miserable
annals of network TV, it should be duly
inscribed! Although the show has not
yet been renewed, the offices of creator
James D. Parriott say there is still a
chance for a second season., Write Mr.
Tartikoff at NBC-TV, 3000 W, Alameda
Ave., Burbank, CA 91523. Tell 'em we
told you--Hollywood

MRS J.--Congrats, kid, How about you,
me, dinner and a movie sometime soon?
No weird noises, promise--C.V.D.

CONFETTI--Buckaroo Banzai fanzine from
The Party Company--is now available.

For more information write TPC at

308 N.E. 154th St.., Vancouver, WA 98685.

THE BLUE BLAZE IRREGULARS DIRECTORY
UPDATE--Due to an overwhelming {and we
mean overwhelming) response from your
ranks, the BBI Directory will be de-
layed, probably until the publication
of WWI(3) in June, We regret the
delay, but we'd rather have it done
right than done hastily. (What do you
guys want for free?) Thanks for your
patience--The Directors




